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Housepasses hrghwayplan~
The 4th Congressional

District of Colorado has been
allotted $14 million in highway
construction funds within the
Transportation and Equity Act
- a Legacy for Users (TEA-LU).

This bill authorizes the
spending of $275 billion in,high-
way construction without
increasing taxes on gasoline.

The funds designated to
Northern and Eastern Colorado'
will be used to reconstruct por-
tions of Interstate 25 (from
Highway 52 to Highway 14), to
reconstruct portions of Highway
287 from ,Limon to the
Oklahoma border and to recon-
'struct portions of Interstate 76
from E-470 to the Nebraska bor-
der.

After nearly a year of leading
opposition to the proposed gas

tax increase and fighting for the
inclusion of alternative funding
methods to build more roads,
Congresswoman Marilyn
Musgrave, R-Colo., supported
the passage of the
Transportation and Equity Act,
a Legacy for Users (TEA-LU).

"The passage of thls bill with-
out the inclusion of a tax hike on .

Americans is a remarkable
feat," said Musgrave. "As a con-
servative, I stood my ground in
representing the hardworking
people of my district, and our.
nation, who oppose giving more
of their income to the federal
government at the gas pump.
They already send. enough to
Washington and receive too lit-
tle back. Simply enlarging the
gasoline tax on American driv-
ers was a simple solution to a

complex problem."
. She said concerning the high-

way construction bill, "The
inclusion of these funds for
Colorado will soon translate into
reduced congestion, safer driv-
ing and ultimately more jobs.
These portions of highway and
interstate (improvements) are
among several critical projects
that need to be constructed
around Colorado to accommo-
date for the large population
and growth of interstate travel."

"I am very encouraged by
Musgrave's leadership in fight-
ing the gas tax," Speaker of the
House Dennis 'Hastert stated
after the vote. "Her resolve
played a critical role in the
House passing a bill that contin-
ues our Republican commitment
not to grow our nation's tax bur-

den -'- all the while building
more, safer highways."

Musgrave began her effort~ in
May,2003, by standing up to the
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highway projec~ funding with
federal funds, which would
allow the market to determine
the wages paid. Estimates by
the Associated Builders and
Contractors indicate the pre-
vailing wages raise construction
costs by five to 15 percent and
as much as 38 percent in rural
districts.
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Transportation Committee
. Chairman Don Young, R-

Alaska, and taking the lead in
opposing his federal gas tax
hike propQsal of 5.4 cents per
gallon. In a letter Musgrave
sent to House leadership, she
stated, "As Republicans work to
pass tax relief ... and as
Republicans make efforts to put
a lid on federal spending, it is
counterproductive to increase
the national gas tax. Therefore,
.we will oppose any and all
efforts to raise or index the
gasoline tax."

Twenty-four other members
of Congress signed Musgrave's
letter.

Musgrave petitioned Young to
investigate other funding alter- .
natives and hold hearings on
provisions that would allow
Congress to draft a highway bill
to build more roads at .lower
costs to the taxpayers. These
alternative methods included
the Fast Act's tolling authori-
ties, bonding, as well as the
expansion of state infrastruc-
ture-banks.

Musgrave also introduced leg-
islation to stave off a gas tax
hike. She introduced a bill to
repeal the federal mandate
within the Davis-Bacon Act that
requires the so-called prevailing
wage to be paid to workers on
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